
 
Died  Person’s Name  Occupation  Age Died   Cause of Death  

1910  O. Henry   Short story writer  65 Diabetes 
1910  Mark Twain  Writer   75 Heart disease 
1912  Wilbur Wright  Co-inventor of airplane 45 Heart disease 
1916   Henry James  Novelist   73 Heart disease 
1919  Theodore Roosevelt  26th U.S. President  61 Arterial blood clot 
1922  Alexander Graham Bell Inventor of the telephone 75 Natural causes 
1931  Thomas Edison  Inventor/Light bulb  84 Diabetes 
1937  George Gershwin  Jazz composer  37 Brain tumor 
1945  Franklin D. Roosevelt 32nd U.S. President   63 Stroke 
1945  Robert Goddard   Rocket scientist  63 Throat cancer 
1946  Lucky Luciano   Criminal mastermind 49 Heart attack 
1946  Gertrude Stein  Writer   72 Abdominal cancer 
1948  Orville Wright    Co-inventor of airplane 77 Natural causes 
1948  Babe Ruth  Baseball player   53 Cancer 
1949  Margaret Mitchell  Writer Gone with the Wind 48 Hit by car  
1953  Edwin Hubble  Astronomer   64 Cerebral thrombosis 
1957  Humphrey Bogart  Actor   58 Cancer  
1957  Oliver Hardy  Of the comedy team  65 Stroke 
1957  Louis B. Mayer  Hollywood mogul   72 Leukemia 
1959  Mario Lanza  Tenor   38 Heart disease 
1960  Clark Gable  Actor   59 Heart attack 
1960  Oscar Hammerstein  Lyricist   65 Stomach cancer 
1961  Gary Cooper  Actor   60 Colon cancer 
1962  Eleanor Roosevelt  U.S. First Lady  78 Bone marrow cancer 
1962  William Faulkner  Novelist   65 Heart attack 
1962  Charles Laughton  Actor   63 Bone cancer 
1963  Aldous Huxley  Novelist   69 Cancer  
1964  Rachel Carlson  Author Silent Spring  57 Breast cancer 
1964  Douglas Macarthur  Army General  84 Old age 
1965  Adlai Stevenson  UN Ambassador  65 Heart attack 
1966  Timothy Leary   Guru of the Love Generation 75 Prostate cancer 
1966  Walt Disney   Creator of Disney empire 65 Lung Cancer 
1966  Margaret Sanger  Birth-control crusader 87 Old age 
1967  Spenser Tracy  Actor   67 Heart attack 
1968  Helen Keller   Champion of the disabled 87 Old age 
1968  John Steinbeck  Novelist   66 Arteriosclerosis  
1969  Dwight D. Eisenhower 34th US President  79 Heart attack 
1971  Louis Armstrong   Jazz musician  70 Heart attack 
1971  Jim Morrison  Musician    27 Heart attack 
1971  Philo Farnsworth  Inventor of television 65 Pneumonia 
1971  Bill Wilson  Founder of AA  75 Emphysema 
1972  J. Edgar Hoover   FBI Director  97 Old age 
1972  Jackie Robinson  1st Black ML baseball player 53   Diabetes 
1974  Charles Lindbergh  Transatlantic aviator 72 Cancer 
1977  Elvis Presley  King of Rock and Roll 41 Heart attack 
1977  Charlie Chaplin  Comic genius  88 Old age  
1978  Harvey Milk   Gay-rights leader    48 Murdered 
1978  Margaret Mead  Anthropologist  77 Pancreatic cancer 
1982  Grace Kelly  Actor/royalty  52 Auto accident 
1982  John Belushi  Actor/comedian  33 Drug overdose 
1984  Ansel Adams  Photographer  82 Cancer 
1984  Andy Kaufman  Comedian  35 Lung cancer 
1984  Jim Fixx   Runner/writer  52 Heart attack 
1985  Orson Wells  Actor/Producer/director 70 Heart attack 
1986  Georgia O’Keeffe  Artist   99 Old age 
1987  Jackie Gleason  Comedian/actor  71 Colon cancer 
1987  James Baldwin  Writer   63 Cancer 
1987  Fred Astaire  Actor/dancer  88 Pneumonia 
1987  Andy Warhol  Artist/filmmaker  58 After gallbladder surgery 
1988  Roy Orbison  Singer   52 Heart attack  
1989  Lucille Ball  TV star   78 After heart surgery 
1989  Gilda Radner  Comedian  42 Ovarian cancer 
1990  Jim Henson  Creator of the Muppets 53 Pneumonia 
1990  Sami Davis Jr.  Singer   65 Throat cancer 
1990  Robert Noyce  Co-founder Intel  63 Heart attack 
1991  Miles Davis  Musician   65 Stroke 
1991  Jerzy Kosinski  Author, Being There 58  Suicide   
1992  Frank Zappa  Rock musician  53 Prostate cancer 



1993  Deke Slayton  Astronaut/NASA administrator 69 Brain cancer 
1993  Audrey Hepburn  Actor   63 Colon cancer 
1994  William Levitt  Creator of track housing 87 Old age   
1994  Jacqueline Kennedy Onnasis   First Lady/Editor  65 Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
1994  John Candy  Actor   44 Heart attack 
1994  Henry Mancini  Composer  70 Liver cancer 
1995  Wolfman Jack  DJ   57 Heart attack 
1995  Jerry Garcia  Musician   53 Heart attack 
1995  Mickie Mantle  Athlete   64 Cancer 
1996  Pete Rozelle  Football-league commissioner 70 Brain cancer 
1996  Carl Stokes  1st black mayor of Cleveland 68 Cancer 
1996  John Chancellor  News anchorman  68 Cancer 
1996  Carl Sagan  Astronomist/writer  62 Pneumonia/cancer 
1997  Allen Ginsberg  Beat poet   70 Liver cancer 
1998  Alan Shepard  Astronaut   78 Leukemia 
1998  Shari Lewis  Puppeteer  65 Ovarian cancer 
1998  Jon Postal  Father of the Internet 55 Heart disease 
1998  Jay Monahan  Lawyer/MSNBC legal analyst 42 Colon cancer 
1998  Carl Wilson  Beach Boy  52 Lung cancer 
1999  Wilt Chamberlain  Baseball great/actor  63 Heart attack 
2000  Leslie Arthur Sirkin  Geologist   66 Heart attack 
2001  Willie “Pops” Stargell Baseball great/humanitarian 61 Stroke/diabetes 
2002  Waylon Jennings  Singer/songwriter  64 Diabetes 
2002  George Matthews  Inventor of voice mail 64 Stroke 
2002  Stephen Ambrose  Historian/writer  66 Lung cancer 
2002  Dave Thomas  Founder Wendy’s  69 Cancer 
2003  Johnny Cash  Country music legend 71 Diabetes  
2004  Marlon Brando  Actor   80 Pulmonary fibrosis 
2005  Johnny Carson  Talk Show Host  79 Emphysema 
2005  Arthur Miller  Playwright  90 Congestive heart failure 
2005  Johnny Cochran  “Dream Team” attorney 68 Brain cancer 
2005  Rosa Parks  Civil rights activist  92 Old age 
2006  Ed Bradley  Journalist, TV Reporter 65 Leukemia 
 

 


